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APPENDIX. SEARCH AND RESCUE SIGNALS
(Note.— See Chapter 5, 5.8 of the Annex)

1. Signals with surface craft

1.1 The following manoeuvres performed in sequence by
an aircraft mean that the aircraft wishes to direct a surface
craft towards an aircraft or a surface craft in distress:

a) circling the surface craft at least once;

b) crossing the projected course of the surface craft close
ahead at low altitude and:

1) rocking the wings; or

2) opening and closing the throttle; or

3) changing the propeller pitch.

Note.— Due to high noise level on board surface craft, the
sound signals in 2) and 3) may be less effective than the visual
signal in 1) and are regarded as alternative means of
attracting attention.

c) heading in the direction in which the surface craft is to
be directed.

Repetition of such manoeuvres has the same meaning.

1.2 The following manoeuvres by an aircraft means that
the assistance of the surface craft to which the signal is
directed is no longer required:

— crossing the wake of the surface craft close astern at a
low altitude and:

1) rocking the wings; or

2) opening and closing the throttle; or

3) changing the propeller pitch.

Note.— The following replies may be made by surface craft
to the signal in 1.1:

— for acknowledging receipt of signals:

1) the hoisting of the “code pennant” (vertical red and
white stripes) close up (meaning understood);

2) the flashing of a succession of “T’s” by signal lamp
in the Morse code;

3) the changing of heading to follow the aircraft.

— for indicating inability to comply:

1) the hoisting of the international flag “N” (a blue and
white checkered square);

2) the flashing of a succession of “N’s” in the Morse
code.

Note.— See Note following 1.1 b), 3).

2. Ground-air visual
signal code

2.1 Ground-air visual signal code
for use by survivors

No. Message Code
symbol

1 Require assistance

2 Require medical assistance

3 No or Negative

4 Yes or Affirmative

5 Proceeding in this direction




